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.real weapons”

® { can drive down lo the nearssi
sporting goods store or pawn shop —
virtuaily withont guestion — and
purchase a 38 Special, 44-caliber
Magnum or 12-gauge sholgun. Dul
there is & very good possibility that
soon I won't be able to go {0 the toy
store and buy a8 g
“Super Zoaker”
water gun
{*Bguirt guns
turn deadiy
Ban urged affer
water powsr
iriggers use of

t

Chronicle, June
il

& My self-pro-
claimed “envi-
ropmental presi-
dent” goes to the world’s largest-ever
environmental conference and re-

Bush

fuses to sign the biodiversity agree-
ment, claimiog that it will cost Amer-
ican jobs (“Bush insists that he will
nof relent and sign biodiversity pact”
Chronicle, June 8). Meanwhils, the
Furopeans and Japanese are gearing
up o cash in on billions of dollars in
jobs and revenme thai the coming
worldwide environmental awarensss
movement is sure 1o generate.

& My neighbor’s black teen-age son

- iz more likely to be shot, put in prison
or executed than in viripslly any

other Western nation (including South
Africa), before he even has a chance
to grow up and raise a family.

Given the above, should we be
surprised that many nations of the
world ne longer look fo the Usnited
Slates for enlightenment and leader-
ship?

William 5. Wilson, Houston

Houston cannot afford

to see Continental foid

Regarding the leiter, “Cheap air
fares will help, nol hurt airport”
{Viewpoinis, June 11}

I am noi currently employed by
Continental Airlines, but as 3 seven-
year employee of Continental Ex-
press, I do agree that if Contipental
were {0 go out of business, other
airlines wounld come in to {11 the void.
But, they still would not offer the
service or the revenues for the city
that Continental is now responsible
for. :

Think of the money that would be
1ost to the concessionaires at Inter-
c¢ontinental Alrport i Confinental
were to fold. Many customers con-
nect to other flights in Houston. If
those connecting flights were to go

through say, Dallas, then our neigh- -

hors o the oorth would see a dra-
matic increase in sales at the airport
of such things a3 magazines, food and
drinks and souvenirs, .
And last, but certainly notleast, the

unemployment figures would {ake a |

dramatic rise. Continental gives jobs
to a large number of Houstonians. [f
they were {c fold, only a fraction of
those employees would be able to get

- jobs with other airlines. And, those

jobs wouid be at entry level, carrying
a smaller pay check.
‘The consequences of Continental

the public into electing himn president
by using his own money.

But i’s thumbs up, he says, io
George Bush,

Bush has a known track record with
ne vision at all, only watered-down
solutions and experience in hood-
winking the public intoe electing him

president by using the taxpavers -

MOnEY.

The letter writer had beiler wipe
his glazses and take another look. The
decision aint all that clear after all

‘Jim Walter, Houston

Tax-hike backers are
failing Economics 101

Regarding the story, “HISD reveals
how it would use 47% hike” {Chroni-
cle, June 19)

Send Houston Independent School
Digtrict Superintendent Frank Petrp-

ziele and his supporters back to .

where they came from, they are
failing Economics 101. Anyone pro-
posing & 47 percent increase in {o-
day’s environment deserves a plane
ticket oui of town,

Dagniel P. MeGuire, Housion

It really is a matter
AE 1A and reath

cit

By BARION ANDERSOMN
and PETER DREIER

M 21l the recent discussions of urban decay,
especially sinee the Los Angeles riots, few
-~ have pointed their finger 2t the biggest
looter of all — the Pentagon. For decades, the
Peptagon has redlined most major American
cities. The resull; corporate flight, job loss and

figeal irauma,

The $1.3 billion Congress just passad for its
emergency urban aid program pales in compari-
gon to whal the Pentagon drains fromn Ameriea’s

cities. The Department of Defense saps that

mach jusi from New York City every eight
weeks. ]

In 1930 alons, 18 out of the 25 laryest citiez sul-
fered a total loss of $24 billion in their balance of
paymenis with the Pentagon. This means a net
foss of funds. A new study by Employment Re-
search Associates for the Boston Redevelopment
Authority analyzed all of the money coming into
each city from military contracts and salaries. It
then compared this sum with the amount
drained out of the ity in federal {axes which
went to the Peniagon

The sums lost are enormous. Honston loses §1.7
billion a year. New York City loses $2.4 billiom;
Los Angeles, $2.3 billiow Chicagoe, $3.1 billion,
Dallas, $731 million; and Detroit, aiready devas-
tated by auto plant closures, over $8900 milliona
year,

The smployioent impact of this deain-off of
funds is egually dramatic. New York's annual
ioss is abont 250,000 full-fime jobs, Los Angeles
and Chicago 2ach lose about 106,090 jobs; Hous-
fon, over 50,000 jobs; Detroit, about 30,000 jobs;
and Dallas, 22,000 jobs,

Americans understand that military coniracts
and payrell coming into an area mean jobs, The
converse is also true. Money golng out means
jobs destroyed. But it is not 3 zero-sum game.
The jobs lost in New York do not all show up in
San Diego, which shows & net gain {rom Penta-
gon spending, Tens of billions of dellars are be-

ing spent overseas to subsidize the defense of Hu-

rope, Japan and other rick allies who no longer
need it. While the United States Is paying sol-
diers and building B-2s, our competifor nations
are guiperforming the United States, because
{hey are investing in their children, their work
forge, their infrastructure, their civilian facto-

ries znd non-milifary research and development.

The end of the Cold War provides an unprecs-
dented opportunity to cut the military budget
substantially. Even mainsiream defense experts
now helieve that the Department of Defense
budget can be cut by as much as $150 billion a
year in the next five years without hurting na-
tional security,

Earlier this year, Congress failed to tear down "

Anderson s direcior of Employment Re-
search Associales, an aconomic consulting
firen based in Lansing, Mich,, and is author of
Converling e American Economy and The
Emply Porke Barrel, Dreisr is diractor of houg-
ing 2t the Boston Redevelopment Authority
and a board mambear of the National Housing
Institute,

the federal budget wall between the military and
domestic sections of the budget, guarantesing
that we will see ne peace dividend this year.
Why? Partly becauvse of what we call the Penta-
gon NIMBY (Mot in My Backyard) syndrome.
Sen. John Warner, R-Va., has used his clout i
fund two expensive apd unnecessary nuclear air-
craft carriers bailt in his staie’s Newport News
shipyard (owned by Houston-based Tenneco
Ine.). Bui even many liberal members of Con-
gress say: Cut bases and confracts in someone
else’s district. Sen. Chris Dodd, D-Conn,, facing
re-election, suceessiully lobbied his Senate col-
leagues to voie to fund two Seawoli submarines
{built in his state), which had already been cut by
the Bush administration. It was a periect exam-

o

ple of what happens when there Isno game plan —
for converiing America's war economy (o 2
DRACE ECOROMY. .

The Pentagon has always foughi conversion
bills filed in Congraess. It prefers to keep the em-
plovess of military firms frightened of colhacks
apd dependent on military largesse. As aresuli,
many lecal officials, chambers of commeres znd
affected trade unions fear the imgact of Peois-

gon outs in their communities,

The workers, firtns and communifies who have
depended on military spending should not be the
victims of the end of the Cold War, But the only
way o guarantes that the peace dividend will be
a win-win situation for all Americans is {olink
large-scale military budget cuts to large expen-
ditures for critically needed domestic civilian
programs. it will also requive retooling planis,
while refraining workers for these new jobis; and
shifting research-and-development priovities jo
civilian uses. This combination of reallocating
our federal budget and planoing for a civilian

peace economy 18 the only way to alleviate the

anxiety of military contractors and personnel so
they stop blocking Pentagon budget cuts. . [

For decades, America has put its domestic
neads on hold, allowed our citiesto deteriorage,
and mortgaged cur children’s future, while feed-
ing the Pentagon and the arms race. Investing
the peace dividend in America’s civilian eCon-
omy will generate more jobs and do more tore-
vitalize our ecopomy than mainiaining our mili-
tary-industrial complex. Now we can repair vur
crumbling infrastruciure, restore the American
dream of home ownership, improve our educs-
tional system and employ our ialented enginsers
and scientists in improving our society. . |

The annual skift of $150 billion out of the mili-
tary into 8 mix of critical civilian goods and sep-
vipes would generate a net gain of about I mil-
lion johs. o

0f the major presidential candidates, neither
President Bush nor Ross Perot has addreaséd the
aesd to make major culs in the defense budget
and put significant funds into a conversion pian.
Oniy Arkansas Gov, Bill Clinton, who outlined -
his broad econoric plan af the U 5.Conference of
Mayors in Houston on Monday, has had some-
thing serious to say about conversion.

During the campaign he has suggested that
savings from the defense budget be used tore-
irain defense workers while giving them an eco-
nomic lifeline so they do not lose their houses or
health benefits, and to help rebuild the cities.
Monday he offered specifics for what that plan
might look like. ‘

At the dawn following the end of the Cold War,
and in the wake of the riots in Los Angeles, rein-
vesting the peace dividend in America’s cities
should be the centerniece of this vear's presiden-
tial debate. .




